2                         GEORGE RIPLET.
gifts, as well as of the highest personal qualities, closely acquainted with many prominent men and women of her time, an engaging teacher, and an earnest fellow-worker with her brother at Brook Farm, died at Madison, Wisconsin, in May, 1868, The father, Jerome Rip-ley, born in Hingham, moved from Boston to Greenfield in 1789. He is described by David Willard, the historian of Greenfield, as a man 44 whose integrity was never even suspected ; of whose virtue and uprightness a long coarse of years leaves no question; an eminent example of the beneficial effects of steady industry and perseverance in one calling, and of minding one's own business." He was a merchant, a justice of the peace nearly fifty years, a representative in the state Legislature, and one of the justices of the court of sessions. The mother, a connection of Benjamin Franklin (her great-grandfather was Dr. Franklin's uncle), was a good example of a New England woman, frugal, precise, formal, stately, reserved, but kind and warm-hearted at the core. She was Orthodox in religion ; her husband was Unitarian. There was then in Greenfield, a town of about fifteen hundred inhabitants, but one church ; the Second Congregational society having been formed in 1816, the Third, or Unitarian, in 1825. At the ordination there, in